Sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry History
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The Sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was mustered in for three-month service at Camp Harrison (north of Cincinnati) on April 27, 1861.  In June when it became evident that the war would last longer than three months, the Sixth mustered for three years and moved to Camp Dennison, Ohio (east of Cincinnati on the Miami River).
With a full compliment of 1,016 men and officers, the Sixth was in camp for all of 12 days before moving off to fight against the Confederates in Western Virginia.  Throughout the summer of 1861, the Sixth fought in actions throughout what is now West Virginia: Grafton, Corrick's Ford, and Cheat Mountain.
In November of 1861, the unit moved by steamer to Louisville, Kentucky and joined the Army of the Ohio under the command of Don Carlos Buell.  In February of 1862, the Sixth was the first Union regiment to march through the now-liberated city of Nashville, Tennessee.
Having camped in Savannah, Tennessee in April, 1862, the Sixth was engaged at the Battle of Shiloh, being the first of Buell's Army of the Ohio troops to cross the river at the outset of the second day of the battle.
The remainder of the summer of 1862 was taken up with rest and refitting, as well as chasing confederate troops under Braxton Bragg across Kentucky.  By the end of the year, the Sixth was down to 383 officers and men.  At the Battle of Stone's River, 152 of these were killed, wounded or captured.  
The first five months of 1863 were spent camped in and around Murfreesboro, Tennessee, where the Army of the Ohio was renamed the Army of the Cumberland.  After being heavily engaged at Chickamauga, the regiment fell back with the army to Chattanooga.  In October the regiment was involved in the action at Brown's Ferry, which opened up the "Cracker Line", thereby breaking the Confederate siege of Chattanooga.  November, 1863 brought the Battle of Chattanooga, in which the Sixth was in the first line of battle.  33 of 262 total men and officers were lost at this action.
June of 1864 saw the end of the Sixth's three-year enlistment.  On June 15, 1864, the regiment arrived at Cincinnati and was mustered out of service on June 23, 1864 at Camp Dennison.  Many of the men of the 6th OVI re-enlisted in Hancock's "Veteran Corps" after mustering out.  The 6th OVI marched, in round numbers, 3,250 miles and traveled by steamer 2,650 miles.  The 6th was in four pitched battles losing a total of 325 killed, wounded or missing.  In addition, it shared a half dozen skirmishes and lesser engagements.  A large number of enlisted men, at least 75, received commissions in other regiments.  Eleven of these were in the regular army.
