FEDERAL REGULATION DRESS COAT (FROCK): Please beware as some sutlers (suppliers) put out a shoddy frock coat so check with one of the veterans of the unit before purchasing one of these.  Required features of the frock are: nine button US eagle closures, saxony blue piping on collar and cuffs, padded chest, back skirt pockets, skirts unhemmed, and coat should be lined.
“Of the three jackets mentioned, the sack coat is the one new recruit’s should buy.  Shells and frocks are optional and can be purchased later, if at all.”
TROUSERS
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INFANTRY TROUSERS: Trousers can be unhemmed and rolled up; this was quite common of the western soldier and is documented in many pictures.  Required features: heavyweight kersey weave, thin waistband of one and one-half inch in front tapering to a half inch at the rear, narrow four to six button fly, yoke in back, side pockets that start below the waistband or "mule ear", right side watch pocket, and hemmed cuffs (if desired) with "V" split.  Estimated cost: $65.  It is recommended that you obtain a pair of suspenders (called"braces" in the 19th century).  They are of the button on variety.  They should follow pattern approved by the  Quartermaster Department, Regular Army, 1861. Estimated cost: $15-$20.  
HEADGEAR
Hats can be obtained in a variety of styles.  The fatigue style forage cap, the Hardee hat, the slouch hat, and the kepi were just some of the styles found among the ranks.  The forage cap and the slouch hat were especially preferred by the western troops.  It is recommended that a member of the unit first obtain a forage cap, which may be used for field dress and parade duties.  Slouch hats may be used for field dress but are not appropriate for formal inspections or parades.
FORAGE CAP:
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We recommend the new recruit purchase the forage cap first, as it is versatile and appropriate for parades and field dress, whereas the "slouch hat" is not.  Features include: proper military issue, no "McDowell" brims, chin strap attached with eagle buttons, proper leather bill, and lined.  Estimated cost: $25-30.

1858 
HARDEE HAT: This may be shaped and creased to suit the wearer.  Features include: undressed, medium weight felt, 5 3/4" tall, brim should be 3" wide and have a double row of stitching around the outer edge, ribbon 1/4" to 1/2" wide should be around the bottom of the crown, interior lined with 2 1/2" sweatband of black, brown, or maroon leather and a makers label at the top.
